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RICHARD  FLECKNOE,  1670.
Of the difference
Betwixt the Ancient and Modern Playes.
If any one the difference woud know,
Betwixt the Ancient Playes and Modern now;
In Ancient Times none ever went away,
But with a glowing bofome from a Play,
With fomewhat they had heard, orfeen fo fierd,
They feem to be Celejlially infpir'd.
Now you have onely fome few light conceits,
Like Squibs & Crackers, neither warms nor heats 5
Andfparks of Wit as much as you'd defire,
But nothing of a true and folid fire:
So hard 'tis now for any one to write
With Johnfons fire, or Fletcher's flame & fpright:
Much lefs inimitable Jhakfpears way,
Promethian-like to animate a Play.
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